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Once again, we would like to begin by sharing our appreciation for the voter support for the 
passing of the FY22 budget. The pandemic continues to create large hurdles for our students, 
staff, parents, and community members. It remains tremendous to witness the MVSD 
community rise up to the many challenges and make the best of a very problematic situation.

The bi-monthly meetings continue to be held in a virtual setting. The meeting schedule did shift 
a bit since last July. They are held on the first Tuesday and third Thursday of every month. Links 
can be found on the MVSD’s website and are also posted on the agendas.

During the past year, the board has continued its important work. The Board Goals Committee 
has shifted its role a bit. They continue to establish and work towards the board’s short and long 
term goals. Their focus also includes reviewing and creating MVSD’s policies, to be brought to 
the board for adoption. The Facility Committee continues the deeper discussions regarding our 
buildings and grounds. They review and prioritize projects that our buildings need. There have 
been, and will continue to be, many HVAC upgrades throughout the district to provide clean, 
comfortable, and safe air for our students and staff.

The final phase of the Highgate bond work is slated to be completed during the upcoming 
summer break. The main focus will be to upgrade the HVAC in the brick building. Energy 
Efficiency Investments (EEI) and MVSD board and administration have worked together to 
identify the many needs within our buildings.

The administration has been working on a recovery plan for the students’ academic progress 
during and after this pandemic. There have been multiple grants awarded to the district to aid 
in this recovery. The grant money can be used for hiring needed staff, supplies, supports and 
building improvements.

Covid-19 continues to create logistical challenges for the Board and administration. We 
continue to address issues in order to keep the students learning in the building as much 
as possible. We have followed the State guidelines in order to provide a healthy and safe 
environment for our students and staff.

We look forward to another year working together to improve our schools and provide students 
the best education possible. Thank you again for your continued support and input, it is greatly 
appreciated and valued.

Respectfully submitted by

Chris Shepard, MVSD Board Chair

Early Voting
● You or a family member can request early or 

absentee ballots at any time during the year of 
the election in person, in writing, by telephone, 
email, or online at https://mvp.vermont.gov/

● All MVSD towns will be voting Australian 
ballot this year.

● The latest you can request ballots for the 
March 1, 2022 Budget Vote is at close 
of business at the Town Clerk’s office on 
February 28th, 2022 

Ways to Vote Early
● You may vote in the Town Clerk’s Office 

before the deadline

●  You may take the ballot out of the clerk’s 
office and return in same manner as if the 
ballots were received by mail

●  You may have the ballot mailed to you, and 
mail or deliver it back to the clerk’s office 
before Election Day, or to the polling place 
before 7:00 p.m. Election Day

●  If you are sick or disabled before Election Day, 
ask the town clerk to have two justices of the 
peace bring a ballot to you at your home

Franklin Central •  Highgate Elementary •  MVU Middle - High School •  Swanton Elementary

In-person location: MVU Library at 7:00PM
Zoom Meeting Link: Can be found at mvsdschools.org

Click on: School Board, 2021-2022 Board Meeting Schedule, February 23rd  Join Zoom Meeting Link

Meeting ID: 839 6158 7031      To Call In: 1 (646) 558-8656

FY23 Budget Informational Meeting  

FEBRUARY 23RD, 2022
AT 7:00PM



With sincere gratitude,

Julie Regimbal, Superintendent    Jay Hartman, Co-Principal MVU
Joyce Hakey, Principal Franklin Central School  Dan Palmer, Co-Principal MVU
Yeshua Pastina, Principal Highgate Elementary   Chris Dodge, Principal Swanton Elementary

Warm Thanks From Our School Leaders

Franklin School:
All of us at Franklin Central School are so appreciative of the level of parental and community support we have which are critical factors in the success of 
our students and school. The last couple of years have been difficult, but still so much continues to be accomplished thanks to the incredible flexibility, 
perseverance, and resilience demonstrated by our students, parents, staff, and community to overcome the challenges we have faced. A few highlights from 
this fall include: starting the year in person full-time; Back-to-School Night, so well attended by families; parent conferences with every student’s family 
attending a conference; activities such as Fun First Friday, Veterans Day assembly and harvesting the garden; Indigenous Peoples’ Day activities; Vermont 
Plow Day; “George Raynak Hour of Code” programming; and instituting a formal art program. Areas of professional development having a direct positive 
impact on our students’ learning include: year-long focus on writing, implementing a math menu model to help meet the needs of all students to be more 
efficient and accurate in computation and problem solving, more teachers trained in Orton-Gillingham reading methods, and incorporating a new approach 
to teaching beginning band lessons. We are thankful for the community involvement that makes possible Four Winds Hands-On Science; Franklin Fire Dept. 
presentations; ski program; Farm to School; collaborations with Franklin Historical Society, Haston Library, Franklin Rec, Franklin Homestead/Carriage House; 
and support from local businesses. There is much to be proud of! Your support, caring, and commitment make a difference! Thank you!

Swanton School:
Swanton School continues to have tremendous appreciation for the support of our families and community. The past year has presented a variety of unique 
challenges for schools, and we are proud to have made the health and safety of our students, staff and community, one of our top priorities. We are grateful 
to our skilled nursing staff for their expertise and collaboration with our other MVSD schools, the MVSD Central Office, and local and state agencies during 
this pandemic. We are in awe of our teachers and support staff as they model constant flexibility and commitment to meeting every individual student’s 
academic and social-emotional needs. It is only through the hard work of our staff, and our collaboration with families and the community, that we have 
continued to provide our students with the skills to be critical thinkers, able problem-solvers, and exemplary, engaged citizens. While the physical and 
emotional toll of COVID-19 has been great, it has also provided our school with a unique opportunity to explore new teaching and learning practices and 
to bring those to our students in exciting and innovative ways we never imagined possible. This creativity and ingenuity has been inspiring, both to us as 
educators, and to our students, who remain resilient and poised to learn. Our teachers have unwaveringly continued their professional learning in areas such 
as reading, math, science, and the social-emotional realm, and have brought their enthusiasm and skill into your children’s classrooms. In the coming months, 
we look forward to continuing to bring our love of teaching and learning to your children as we engage and inspire them to be their very best. The future is 
bright for our Swanton students. Thank you for your support.

Highgate School:
Even though the 2021 - 2022 school year might still be different than in past years, it has certainly been a year that feels more normal. As a school community 
we cannot thank the families and community members of Highgate enough for your support this year. There have been many challenges, but we have been 
able to rely on our families and community to get through it. We also need to thank our incredible teachers and staff who have stepped up day in and day 
out to care for one another with the number of staff absences. As a school we have not had to close our doors due to staffing issues, and this is because of all 
the staff that support one another and cover where needed. Lastly, we cannot be more proud of our students who have shown so much resiliency during this 
time and despite it all, come to school and put their best foot forward each day. Highgate Elementary School is truly an incredible place and we are lucky to 
have the staff, students, parents, and community we are a part of. As a school we have shown that no matter what is going on, we will continue to learn and 
to be there for one another. Our community becomes stronger each and every day.

Missisquoi Valley Union Middle/High School:
The Missisquoi Valley Union (MVU) Administrative Leadership Team is once again very grateful to our communities for their support of our school and 
students during another unusual year. We would like to take this opportunity to say THANK YOU to everyone; students, staff, and families who have all 
gone above and beyond in so many ways to help MVU continue to provide meaningful learning opportunities and overcome many challenges while working 
towards our goal of having a safe, respectful, and responsible school community. All of us at MVU remain optimistic and look forward to a better tomorrow 
because of the students that we teach, the adults who work inside of our buildings, and the families that support us. Our school remains a tribute to the 
vision and commitment of our communities and citizens who for more than fifty years believed that MVU could be a special place where students would have 
the opportunity for academic success, leadership, and involvement.

We would like to thank our teachers and school staff for their dedication and care for their students. Our schools continue to be places where teachers 
believe in the talents and abilities of their students and do all they can to nurture them. We also want to thank our MVSD board members for their 
unwavering support of our schools. It is our hope that you find the information here helpful. We also encourage you to look for more information about our 
schools and the MVSD budget on our mvsdschools.org website.

It is our pleasure to serve the children and families of the Missisquoi Valley School District. We have prepared this supplement 
to better inform the voters of Franklin, Highgate and Swanton about our School District Budget. We are grateful for the 
continued pride and support you have shown our schools. The past few years have certainly been extraordinary, and the 
encouragement that has been shown for our teachers, administration and staff has been truly astonishing. 
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Zoom Meeting Link: Can be found at mvsdschools.org

Click on: School Board, 2021-2022 Board Meeting Schedule, February 23rd  Join Zoom Meeting Link

Meeting ID: 839 6158 7031      To Call In: 1 (646) 558-8656
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FEBRUARY 23RD, 2022
AT 7:00PM



WARNING ANNUAL MEETING
MISSISQUOI VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT
The legal voters of the Missisquoi Valley School District, consisting of the Towns of Franklin, Highgate, and Swanton, are hereby notified, and 
warned to meet to transact the following business by Australian ballot in their respective polling places hereinafter named for each of the 
above referenced towns on March 1, 2022 at the polling places and times hereinafter listed.

ARTICLE I  
To elect from the legal voters of said District the following officers:

 A. A Moderator for a term of one (1) year,

 B. A Clerk for a term of one (1) year,

 C. A Treasurer for a term of one (1) year,

 D. A MVSD School Director for a term of three (3) years from Franklin,

 E. A MVSD School Director for a term of three (3) years from Highgate,

 F. A MVSD School Director for a term of three (3) years from Swanton.

ARTICLE II  
Shall the voters of the Missisquoi Valley School District approve the School Directors to expend $41,050,423 which is the amount the School 
Directors have determined to be necessary for the ensuing fiscal year? It is estimated that this proposed budget, if approved, will result in 
education spending of $16,672 per equalized pupil. This projected spending per equalized pupil is 9.21% higher than spending  
for the current year.

ARTICLE III  
Shall the voters of the Missisquoi Valley School District authorize the Board of Directors of the said School District to borrow money to pay 
the current expenditures in anticipation of taxes and to sign notes for  
that purpose?

Said persons and voters warned are further notified that voter qualification, registration, absentee voting, and voter procedures shall be in 
accordance with Chapters 43 and 51 of Title 17 VSA.

The legal voters of the School District are further notified that an Informational meeting will be held virtually via Zoom on February 23 at 7:00 p.m. for 
the purpose of explaining the budget items to the voters. The link to access this virtual meeting will be posted on the MVSD Website and social media.  
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For more details or to find more information visit mvsdschools.org  
FRANKLIN:

 Franklin Town Hall,  
5336 Main St. Franklin 
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

HIGHGATE:
 Highgate Sports Arena  

243 Gore Rd, Highgate Center 
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

SWANTON:
Swanton Village Municipal Complex  

First & Elm Streets, Swanton 
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

TOWN MEETING DAY 

MARCH 1, 2022
POLLING PLACES AND TIMES
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Estimated Homestead Tax Rate Impact - After CLA 

Homestead Value of $200,000 

  2021-2022 2022-2023 Variance 

Franklin $2,807 $2,841 $34 

Highgate $2,769 $2,798 $29 

Swanton $2,742 $2,723 -$19 
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Estimated Homestead Tax Rate Impact - After CLA 
Homestead value of $200,000

Franklin $2,807 $2,841 $34

Highgate $2,769 $2,798 $29

Swanton $2742 $2,723 -$19
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